CHAPTER XXIV,

CONCLUSION.

THE outline of Christian morality is now completely
drawn, and it only remains to take a parting glance at the
picture from some point where we can see it all in one
view.

Let us endeavour, then, once more to answer the
question, What is the Christian Church ?

First, it is a commonwealth. In other words, it is a
society of men who meet together for common objects,
and it differs from the minor clubs or unions under which
men avail themselves of the principle of association, and
resembles those greater societies which we call states, in
this respect that it claims unlimited self-sacrifice on the
part of its members, and demands that the interest and
safety of the whole shall be set by each member above
his own interest and above all private interests whatever.

Secondly, as all commonwealths are originally based
upon some common quality, and for the most part on a
blood-relationship, real or supposed, of the members, so
is the Christian Church based upon a blood-relationship,
but the most comprehensive of all, the kindred of every
human being to every other.

It is therefore absolutely open to all human beings who
choose to become members of it